
 
 

Amlodipine Ocular / Eye Side effects  

Amlodipine, a commonly prescribed medication for hypertension (high blood pressure) and angina, 

belongs to a class of drugs known as calcium channel blockers. While it is primarily used to manage 

cardiovascular conditions, amlodipine can have several ocular side effects, albeit these are relatively 

uncommon compared to its systemic effects. The ocular side effects of amlodipine include: 

1. Peripheral Edema: This is one of the more common side effects of amlodipine. While it primarily 

affects the lower limbs, it can occasionally cause swelling around the eyes. 

2. Visual Disturbances: Some patients may experience blurred vision or other visual disturbances. 

This is not typically a direct effect on the eye itself but may be related to changes in blood pressure 

or circulation. 

3. Conjunctival Hyperemia: This refers to redness of the conjunctiva, the clear covering over the 

white part of the eye, possibly due to vasodilation caused by the drug. 

4. Intraocular Pressure Changes: There have been reports of amlodipine affecting intraocular 

pressure, although the clinical significance of this effect is not well-established. 

5. Optic Neuropathy: Very rarely, amlodipine has been associated with optic neuropathy, a 

condition involving damage to the optic nerve, although this is not well-documented and the causal 

relationship is unclear. 

6. Diplopia: Double vision or diplopia is a rare side effect and is generally reversible upon 

discontinuation of the medication. 

It is important to note that these side effects are not experienced by all patients taking amlodipine 

and the likelihood of experiencing these effects can vary based on individual susceptibility, dosage, 

and duration of treatment. Patients experiencing new or worsening eye symptoms while taking 

amlodipine should consult their healthcare provider for a thorough evaluation. This is particularly 

important as some ocular side effects may mimic or signal other ocular conditions that require 

specific attention. 
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